Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 

"I  Will  Get  Ready  and  Study 
and  then  the  Chance  Will 

Come" 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Among  those  whom  Lincoln  served  in  Indiana  as  "  hired) 
boy  "  was  Josiah  Crawford,  a  well-to-do  farmer  living  near! 
Gentryville.    Mr.  Crawford  owned  a  copy  of  Weems's  "  Life 
of  Washington,"  a  precious  book  in  those  days,  and  Lincoln 
borrowed  it  to  read.    "  Late  in  the  night  before  going  to  rest 
he  placed  the  borrowed  book  in  his  only  bookcase,  the  open- 
ing between  two  logs  of  the  v»lls  of  the  cabin,  and  re- 
tired to  dream  of  its  contents.    During  the  night  it  rained  ; 
the  water,  dripping  over  the  '  mud-daubing '  on  the  book,' 
stained  the  leaves  and  warped  the  binding.    Abe  valued 
the  book  in  proportion  to  the  interest  he  had  in  the  hero, 
and  felt  that  the  owner  must  value  it  beyond  his  ability  to 
pay.    It  was  with  the  greatest  trepidation  he  took  the  book 
home  and  told  the  story,  and  asked  how  he  might  hope  to 
make  restitution.    Mr.  Crawford  answered  :  '  Being  as  it  is 
you,  Abe,  I  won't  be  hard  on  you.    Come  over  and  shuck 
corn  three  days,  and  the  book  is  yours.'    Shuck  corn  three 
days  and  receive  a  hero's  life  !    He  felt  that  the  owner  was 
giving  him  a  magnificent  present !   After  reading  the  book 
he  used  to  tell  the  Crawfords  :  '  I  do  not  always  intend  to 
delve,  grub,  shuck  corn,  split  rails,  and  the  like.'  His  whole 
mind  was  devoted  to  books,  and  he  declared  he  '  was  going 
to  fit  himself  for  a  profession.'    These  declarations  were 
often  made  to  Mrs.  Crawford,  who  took  almost  a  mother's 
interest  in  him,  and  she  would  ask :  '  What  do  you  want  to 
be  now?'    His  answer  was  invariably:  'I'll  be  President.' 
As  he  was  generally  teasing  some  of  her  daughters  or  play- 
ing a  joke  on  some  one,  she  would  answer :  '  You'd  be  a 
purty  President  with  all  your  tricks  and  jokes.  Now, 
wouldn't  you?'    He  would  then  declare:  'Oh,  I'll  study 
and  get  ready,  and  then  the  chance  will  come,  and  I'll  be 
prepared.'  "  * 


Lincoln's  Diligence. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  never  busy  in  an  aimless  way. 
He  set  some  worthy  goal  before  him,  and  then  commanded 
himself  and  his  time  and  work  toward  it.  While  cutting 
wood  he  had  a  book  with  him  and  his  resting  moments 
were  spent  in  study.  His  college  of  law  was  often  the 
top  of  the  family  woodpile.  One  day,  when  resting  his 
body,  he  was  sitting  on  the  ground  with  a  law  book  on 
his  knees  and  intently  reading.  A  pompous  squire  was 
passing  by  and  saw  him.  He  stopped  and  called  out: 
"Hello,  Abe,  what!  studying  law?  Do  you  expect  to  be 
President  some  day?" 

"Don't  know,"  said  Lincoln,  "but  I  am  going  to  get 
ready  for  anything  God  may  have  for  me  to  do." — W est- 
ern  Christian  Advocate . 


Lincoln's  Motto 

"[  will  study  hard  and  get  ready  and  maybe  my 
chance  will  come.'* — Lincoln. 

This  should  he  the  motto  of  every  young  woman 
in  this  new  day  of  opportunity  for  women. 

For  the  least  outlay,  a  standard,  fully  accredited 
Junior  College  Education  for  the  young  woman 
may  be  had  at 

William  Woods  College 

Fulton,  Missouri,  Box  30 

R.  H.  Crossfield,  LL.D.,  President 


The  Christian-Evangelist 


THE  MILWAUKEE  JOURNAL 

EVERY  EVENING  and  SUNDAY 

Milwaukee 


Oct.  4,  1929 


Mr.  H.j£rick8on , 

4  53  Twenty-fourth  av 

Milwaukee,  Wis,- 

Dear  Mr*  ^ricks on, 


T  am  sorry  that  I  can't  give  you  the  exact 
quotations  you  ask  for.   I  have  been  unable  to  find  them, 
I  Believe,  however,  that  you  might  get  the  information 
from  "Lincoln  Lore",   a  publication  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Lile  Insurance  Corapnay  at  *ort  Wayne  Ind . 

S  incerely, 


*/s3-  2.y^  ^rr. 


October  10,  1929 


Mr.  H#  ifcickson 
453  -  34th  Street 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

My  dear  *!r,  Dickson: 

The  correct  wording  of  the  quotation  about 
which  you  inquired  la  -  "I'll  study  and  be  ready  and 
maybe  the  chance  will  come.*        This  quotation, 
credited  to  Lincoln  as  a  young  man,  does  not  appear 
on  the  Memorial  Building  at  Hodgenvllle  but  has  had 
pretty  wide  distribution  by  being  placed  upon  the 
faeaous  picture  of  Lincoln  lying  before  the  fireplace 
studying  his  books. 

I  trust  this  will  answer  the  question  which 
you  put  to  Mr,  Lawrence. 

If  we  can  serve  you  further,  kindly  let  us 

know, 

aeapectfully  yours. 


..  -..  Director, 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 


PUBLISHER 

3566  UNIVERSITY  AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 


iiller 


March  31,  1930 


Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co 

Ft .  wayne 

Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

We  understand  that  you  maintain  a  special 
department  of  Lincolniana,  and  beg  to  ask 
if  you  can  give  us  any  reference  to  the 
source  of  the  quotation: 

nI  will  study  and  get  ready, 
and  then  some  day  my  chance 
will  come. 11 

We  are  referred  to  you  by  President  W.  P.  Bearing 
of  Oakland  City  College,  Oakland  City, 
Indiana,  who  have  used  the  quotation  on  their 
literature,  but  can  not  refer  to  the  source. 

We  have  seen  it  used  before  but  no  one  has  seemed 
to  know  in  what  book,  or  speech  it  occurs. 

If  you  can  give  us  any  information  it  will  be 
appreciated. 


Yours  t rul y , 

JES 


MH 


ry  to 
rery  day 


ready, 


ri»d 

father 
I  cannot 


tet  ready 


iply  that 
latter 
a  latter, 


al  card 
righted 


if  we 
quotation. 


actor, 
mdation. 


May  2,  1930 


Mr.  Jesse  Hay  Miller 
3566  University  Avenue 
Los  Angeles,  California 

My  dear  Mr.  Miller: 

It  is  seldom  that  we  allow  an  inquiry  to 
go  so  %m&  without  acknowledgment,  but  expecting  every  day 
to  run  across  the  quotation  which  you  asked  us  to  locate 
we  have  neglected  to  acknowledge  your  letter. 

The  quotation  *I  will  study  and  get  ready, 
and  then  some  day  my  chance  will  corns"  is  found  in  many 
different  forms,  hut  1  have  as  yet  been  unable  to  find 
what  I  believe  the  origin  of  this  quotation.       I  ratfcer 
believe  it  is  a  reported  quotation  of  Lincoln's  as  I  cannot 
find  it  in  any  of  Ms  correspondence  or  speeches. 

.   One  familiar  form  is  as  follows:    "Oat  ready 
and  the  chance  will  come** 

while  the  first  form  would  rather  imply  that 
it  was  to  be  found  in  a  personal  reminiscence,  the  latter 
forms  suggests  it  to  have  been  used  in  a  speech  or  a  letter, 
if  it  can  be  properly  credited  to  Lincoln. 

%iclosed  you  will  please  find  a  postal  card 
on  which  it  is  used  and  you  will  note  this  was  copyrighted 

as  early  as  1915. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  advise  you  If  we 
are  able  to  find  any  further  information  about  this  quotation. 

Respectfully  yours, 


  Director , 

Utf.yfl  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 

Inc. 


) 


AKRON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Will  H  Collins  Librarian 
AKRON      ,  OHIO 

January  23,  1933 

For?waynei8t0rlCaI  Research  Foundation 
Indiana. 

Gentlemen: 

from  Abraham  Unco^lf^  ^oulfvoV^  t0ll°^S  quotation  is 
for  us?  '  would  you  be  sood  enough  to  locate  it 

my  chance  will  come"1  StUdy  ***  get  ready  an<J  Per^ps  some  day 

of  the  phrase  ^ll^T^TlLlLllt^01^'  but  the  loo£«ne 
much  appreciated.  Y  asslstan°e  you  can  give  will  be  very 

Yours  very  truly, 

Reference  librarian 

HLP:s 


January  24,  1933 


Helen  L*  Pardon,  Reference  Librarian 
Akron  Public  Library 
Akron,  Ohio 

Deer  Madam! 

We  regret  wry  much  to  advise  you  that  although 
the  quotation  *I  will  study  end  get  reedy  and  perhaps 
some  day  my  chance  will  come*  is  often  credited  to 
Abraham  Lincoln* can  nowhere  be  found  in  his  writing!  at 
least  this  Foundation  has  not  been  able  to  locate  It, 

Regretting  we  cannot  be  of  ass i ate nee  to  you 
la  finding  some  authority  for  this  quotation,  we  are 

Bespectfully  yours, 


Director 

LAW jLB  Lincoln  Historical  Beseereh  foundation 


AKRON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Will    H    Collins  Librarian 

AKRON        '  OHIO 


January  30th,  1933 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

We  are  interested  in  your  reply  on 
the  supposed  Lincoln  quotation,  and  are  pleased  to 
keep  this  information  on  file.     Naturally,  we  con- 
sider this  the  end  of  our  search. 

This  quotation  »J  will  study,  etc." 
by  the  way,  appears  in  the  auditorium  of  one  of  Akron's 
schools,  and  it  was  this  school  which  asked  us  for  the 
source. 

We  appreciate  and  thank  you  for  your 
prompt  attention  to  our  request. 


Yours  very  truly, 
Reference  Librarian 

HLP:S 


k 


Strawbridge  •&•  Clothier 


London 
Berlin 


Market  -Eighth 
and  Filbert  Sts  . 

Philadelphia 


New  York 
Paris 


March  15,  1935. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Editor  -  Lincoln  Lore 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Hr.  Hart  Bloomenthal  of  Philadelphia  was 
kind  enough  to  give  me  your  name  as  the  best 
source  of  information  regarding  quotations 
made  by  Abrahan  Lincoln.    Would  you  be  willing 
to  tell  me  if  the  following  quotation  is  correct 
or  what  the  nearest  thing  to  it  would  be? 

«I  would  be  prepared  and  my  chance  may  come. 11 

I  will  appreciate  it  very  much  if  I  may 
have  an  answer* at  your  earliest  convenience. 


Very  .truly  yours, 


aC:DA 


Lrlson 
/Training/  Director 


March  19,  1935 


Miss  Gladys  Carlson 
Training  Director 
Strawbridge  &  Clothier 
Market-Eighth  &  Filbert  St  a. 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Madam: 

fhe  quotation  to  which  yon  refer  is  as  follows! 

•I'll  study  and  get  ready,  and  then  the 
Chance  will  ecrae." 

As  far  as  we  can  learn  here,  this  Quotation 
first  appeared  in  the  hook  entitled  fhe  mrly  Life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  by  Ida  M.  Tarbell,  pnnllshed  by  McClur© 
in  1896, 

It  appears  on  page  63  and  is  credited  to  an 
nnpohlished  manuscript  by  a  Koosler. 

From  this  yon  will  learn  it  is  entirely  tradi- 
tional, although  it  say  have  been  said  by  Lincoln, 

fery  truly  yours, 


LAW;  33 


^tractor 

Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation 


CARL.    EIFLER,  principal 


DANIEL.   W.  SNEPP,  asst.  principal 


BENJAMIN  BOSSE  H1QH  SCHOOL 


EVANSVILLE,  INDIANA 


August  14,  1937 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Editor  of  Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Cto.  / 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  appreciate  very  much  "being  placed  on  the 
mailing  list  of  Lincoln  Lore  .    I  have  had  occasion  to  re- 
fer to  your  publication  a  number  of  times  in  preparing  talks 
on  Lincoln.    This  leaflet  filled  full  of  next- to- the- minute 
research  on  Lincoln  is  very  valuable  as  a  source  of  new  and 
rare  material  on  his  life  and  work. 

I  am  particularly  writing  to  you  for  veri- 
fication of  a  quotation  by  Lincoln  whicfci  goes  something  as 
follows: 

I  will  study  and  prepare  myself  so  when  the 
opportunity  comes  I  will  be  ready" • 

Will  you  please  give  me  the  exact  wording  and  the 
place  and  occasion  given.    I  hope  to  use  this  in  my  office 
in  the  high  school. 

I  deeply  appreciate  whatever  help  you  can  give  me 
in  this  regard. 


Sincerely  yours, 


X   1  2  1  3 


August  17,  1937 


Mr,  Daniel  f. 
1131  Bavenswood  Drive 
Xvaatvlllft,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Saepps 

af.  X,     a  exceeding  that  the  inotati™  *cm  t.h 

»a  autliantieated,  although  it  was  first  *****  *Vl    »,  ™ 

in  her  .ox*  -The  ^  *H«Sm?*2£'*t.    '  ***U 

a.  «  have  U^^S&g* 

Very  truly 


director 


•  -  -  .,T»tt.  <  •    -.  :..>■  f 


The  "Mocforn -Taste"  Cigar  that 
SATISfilS 


AlUniMUckdl 

^ANSWER 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  1213 


Chicago  WGN 
St.Louia  KSD 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Division 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


MAN 


CHICAGO,  ILL 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

One  of  my  listeners  has  asked: 

"Somewhere  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  writings 
or  speeches  he  used  the  following  words: 

n,Be  prepared,  maybe  a  chance  will 
come . » 

"Can  you  tell  me  when  or  under  what  cir- 
cumstances he  made  this  statement?" 

Any  information  you  care  to  send  me  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Sincerely  yours, 


MW 


fie  J  The  "Modern -Taste"  Cigar  that 
■**  V  ««*«»  J  SATISFIES  "SMOKE  HUNGER  " 


BAB 


January  22,  194A 


we 


Mr.  *i&*r%  Mitchell 
P.  0.  Box  1213 
Chicane,  111. 

My  dear  Mr.  Mitcuell: 

Sine©  Dr.  barren  ia  on  his 
annual  speaking  itinerary,  I  vdil  take  the  liberty 
to  answer  your  inquiry. 

In  a  letter  to  another  person 
auout  the  same  quotation  with  ref erenoe  to  your 
question,  Or.  tferren  wrote: 

"The  quotation  ' I  will  study 
and  foet  reaay,  and  then  some  day  my  chance  will 
co.sie,1  ia  found  in  asaay  different  §atms,  but  I 
have  as  yet  been  uaaoio  to  find  *h&t  I  believe 
tae  origin  of  this  quotation.  I  rather  believe 
it  is  a  reported  quotation  of  Lincoln's  as  1  cannot 
find  it  in  any  of  his  cori es.ondenoe  or  soeeches. 

HWhile    'Get  Heady  and  the 
chance  will  ocme' which  is  a  familiar  form,  the 
first  rather  implies  shat  it  was  to  be  found  in 
st  personal  reainiscenue,  the  latter  form  suggest* 
it  to  have  been  used  in  a qpoech  or  a  letter,  if 
it  can  be  properly  credited  to  Lincoln." 

I  trust  this  will  answer  your 
question  sufficiently. 


Very  truly  yours, 


mb 


Martha  Brown,  Sec'y 


LAW  OFFICES 

°f       ILK  M  ODSTM'OM  AMP  IBAMT1LETT 


420  W.  P.  STORY  BUILDING 


T  R  I  N  ITY  3718 


6IO  SOUTH  BROADWAY 


RALPH  G.  LINDSTROM 


WILLIAM  C.  BARTLETT 


GEORGE  L.  SPENCE 


June  17,  19^7 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Louis: 


Where  was  it  Lincoln  said:     "I  will 


study  and  prepare  myself"  and  so  on  with  some 
reference  further  to  "and  when  my  opportunity 
comes,  I  will  he  ready  or  prepared".     It  seems  to 
me  he  said  it.    By  way  of  confession,  this  Fellow- 
ship is  all  looking  guilty  as  we  are  in  meeting 
and  no  one  knows  where  and  when  it  was  said,  so 
we  appeal  to  you. 


Kind  regards, 


RGL:A 


Lindstrom 


June  20|  19^7 


Mr.  Balph  G.  Linda trom 
^20  V.  P.  Story  Bldg, 
610  South  Broadway 
Los  Angelea ,  lkf  Calif. 

Dear  Mr*  Lladstrom: 

If  you  will  refer  to  Lincoln  Lore  Ho,  552*  I  think  you 
will  get  a  pretty  good  story  of  the  ©.notation  which  you  mentioned. 
Although  this  article  was  written  in  1939*  I  do  not  know  of 
anything  that  has  been  discovered  which  would  change   the  story 
as  told  therein. 

You  will  observe  that  the  quotation  is  entirely  traditional 
and  no  where  have  we  ever  seen  in  any  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  own 
writing  any  statement  which  would  parallel  the  quotation. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 

LAW:CM 

L.A.Warren 

Inc. 
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Its  name  indicates  its  character 


Actuarial  Departm ent 

S.  C.  KATTELL 

Actuary 

R.  G.  STAG  C3 

Associate:  actuary 

C.  R.  ASHMAN 
W.  A.  JENKINS 


